DEIFICATION   OF  ANCESTORS
being perilous as well as useless. And we retain in our minds faculties inherited from our animal ancestry, which, unlike the vestiges in our bodies, are not inactive. Mental evolution, broadly speaking, has been lineal, having travelled along definite tracks of sensory and nervous modification, which we can more easily follow than the diverging lines of bodily evolution.
Animists, in the gerin, were our pre-human ancestors ; animists, to the core, we remain. The <c feare of things Invisible," the " seed of Religion," is in the developed flower, which itself reproduces that seed. "Intellectual disbelief of a superstition is not inconsistent with an emotional half-belief of it, which half-belief shall in moments of great mental perturbation become a positive conviction."64 The periodical reports of a ghost send crowds to watch for the apparition, as to the reality of which a large percentage will swear. Brief are the intervals in which the newspapers do not record some story of witches casting spells or the evil eye on cattle, children, and churns. People who would resent being classed as uneducated resort to palmists to tell
64 Shakspeare : " Testimonied in Ms own Bringings forth." By Dr. Henry Maudsley, p. 22.
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